WRITTEN REASON FOR DECISION SECTION 12 


TITLE OF PUBLICATION: Black Cat Run 

OFLC REF:9902357 



HEADNOTE 

Type of Publication: 

Video Recording 

Title of Publication: 

Black Cat Run 

Other known title: 

Not Stated 

OFLC Publication 
Reference No: 

9902357 

Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted 
to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 


Contains violence and offensive language. 


The video recording Black Cat Run is classified as objectionable except if the availability of 
the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. This 
classification is based on the video recording’s treatment of matters of violence and the 
inclusion of offensive language. 

Black Cat Run is an action drama produced in the USA. The story is set in Texas and is 
centred around a forbidden romance between the son of an ex-convict and the young daughter 
of the local sheriff. Scenes between the two young lovers and confrontations with their 
parents take up most of the first third of the feature. The plot becomes more complex when 
four escapees from a prison work gang drive through the sheriffs territory. The sheriff is shot 
and his daughter abducted, and the young hero is hunted for the crime. The remainder of the 
feature involves the protagonists in a series of chases and violent incidents. 
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Matters considered under s3(l) include sexual references, violence, drug use and offensive 
language. The feature's dialogue has one of the convicts, apparently a paedophile, make a 
sexual approach to the young woman hostage. Hie incident does not have a great deal of 
impact in itself. It does, however, add to the psychological violence used against the young 
woman. The violent scenario of the feature results in a high extent and degree of infliction of 
physical harm. This material has been considered under s3(3)(a)(i), below. A minor incident 
of drug use is included, but is not considered to raise issues of concern. There is also 
moderate use of offensive language, for the most part confined to the more common 
expletives but occasionally including more highly offensive terms. 

Hie video recording does not fall under the criteria of s3(2) of the FVPC Act. 

Material considered under s3(3)(a)(i) makes up a high proportion of the feature. 

Violent incidents range from gun battles to physical assaults and fiery explosions, and include 
the use of powerful cars in duels intended to force one of the combatants to crash. Numerous 
deaths are depicted. Many of the scenes where violence occurs are confused and noisy, with 
shouting, police sirens, the roar of car engines and the squeal of tyres. Gun battles appear 
choreographed for effect but there are also a number of cold-blooded murders. Hie main 
perpetrator is a violent man who k ills easily and often with cruelty. The manner of 
presentation of violence varies, but on the whole, violent death is shown as a blood-soaked 
affair. Shotgun deaths, in particular, are often shown in slow motion, highlighting the effect 
of bodies blown backwards with bloody chest wounds. 

Some instances of the infliction of physical harm are also acts of significant cruelty. For 
example, a tense and violent scene results in a wounded man being pushed from a moving 
car. He lies in a pool of blood and his bloody, damaged face is seen in close-up as he dies. 
Significant cruelty is also shown in the deliberate attempt to kill a man by twice ramming him 
with a car. The impact of the wheel with the head of the man lying on the ground is shown 
clearly. Cruelty is also apparent in the treatment of the young woman by her abductors. She is 
roughly handled, handcuffed, gagged at one point, and forced to witness murders. She is also 
subjected to sexual harassment. 

Section 3(4) considerations are relevant to the classification. The dominant effect of the video 
recording is of violent action, gathering pace and intensity as the story proceeds. One of the 
predominant characteristics of the feature is its focus on the use of powerful cars, in a manner 
reminiscent of a well-known television series set in the same US region. This aspect of the 
video recording's spectacular action is likely to appeal mainly to young men. However, the 
high extent and degree of bloody and violent incidents, the cruelty apparent in some of these 
incidents, and the inclusion of considerable offensive language, render the availability of the 
video recording likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is restricted to an adult 
audience. 
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Written reason for decision is not required for section 12 submissions. It is the policy of the 
Classification Office to provide written reasons for section 12 submissions. 
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